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REPORT. 
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Hon.  F.  Patterson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  of  submitting  a  report  to  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives,  in  obedience  with  the  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  9th  instant : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  State  Librarian  be  requested  to  make  report  to  this  House  what 
additions  have  been  made  to  the*State  Library  during  the  last  year :  also,  what  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  in  its  arrangements,  together,  with  such  other  information  as  he 
may  deem  proper  and  useful.”  The  “additions”  made  to  the  “  State  Library,  during 
the  last  year,”  are  books,  (mostly  law  books)  purchased  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Library  Committee,  with  the  advisement  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  A  large 
number  of  books  have  been  bound  and  placed  upon  the  shelves — a  map  of  the  United 
States  has  been  purchased  ;  also,  a  finely  executed  engraved  coat  of  arms ,  of  each 
State  in  the  Union,  has  been  placed  in  the  rooms  of  the  Library. 

A  survey  of  the  harbor  of  New  York,  a  work  of  much  and  deserved  merit,  has  been 
presented  to  the  State  Library,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ramsey,  M.  C. 

A  splendid  map,  or  profile,  of  the  city  of  Paris  and  its  environs,  with  a  key  of  expla¬ 
nation,  have  been  presented  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Library,  by  the  authorities  of  the 
city  of  Paris.  These  highly  valuable  additions  have  been  framed  and  arranged  in  the 
Halls  of  the  State  Library. 

A  full  length  likeness  of  President  Polk,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Joint  Library  Committee,  suitably  framed,  and  placed  in  the  rooms. 

A  splendid  portrait  of  Pocahontas  has  been  framed,  together,  with  an  interesting  state¬ 
ment  of  the  genuineness  of  the  same. 

A  beautifully  executed  engraved  print  of  Doctor  Franklin  (taken  from  the  original 
picture  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  W.  Sumners,  Esquire,  of  Boston,)  and  a  fac  similie 
of  his  patriotic  letter  to  a  member  of  the  British  Parliament,  in  1775,  are  arranged  in 
the  Library. 

I  may  be  permitted,  here,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  from  the  House,  to  state,  that 
an  addition  has  been  made  to  the  State  Library  of  the  “American  Portrait  Gallery.” 
Four  fine  volumes  of  this  highly  national  work,  have  been  presented  to  the  institution 
by  the  Librarian.  The  highly  finished  engraved  portraits  therein  contained,  while 
they  furnish  chaste  and  inimitable  specimens  of  one  of  the  fine  arts,  are  more  to  be 
admired  for  the  correctness  of  drawing  and  design — being  the  true  representations  of 
eminent  benefactors  of  our  own  country ,  most  of  whom  have,  long  since,  been  gathered 
to  their  fathers — citizens  of  the  United  States,  whose  exalted  virtues  and  illustrious  ser¬ 
vices,  have  secured  to  them  a  national  character,  imperishable  as  time.  No  monu¬ 
mental  marble  had  been  erected  to  their  memories  at  the  capitol  of  Pennsylvania  ;  but 
faithfully  true  engraved  prints  of  them,  taken  from  life*  now  find  a  place  within  the 
Halls  of  your  Slate  Library.  I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  1o  procure  reliable  por¬ 
traits  of  all  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  public  libraries  of 
Europe  are  highly  endowed  with  national  paintings  and  engravings. 
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The  Royal  Library  in  Paris,  is  said  to  contain  one  million  of  historical  documents, 
and  two  millions  of  maps  and  engravings,  one  hundred  thousand  manuscripts,  and  as 
many  medals.  Its  annual  increase  is  not  less  than  ten  thousand  volumes. 

During  the  last  year,  the  hooks  in  our  State  Library  have  been  thoroughly  examined 
aud  put  in  a  proper  state  of  preservation;  also,  the  maps,  charts,  &c.  All  the  property 
belonging  to  the  institution  have  been  put  in  such  order  and  repair  as  were  demanded 
for  their  preservation.  I  will  remark  that  the  charts  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  (highly 
valuable  paintings,)  presented  to  the  State  by  the  gallant  and  lamented  Commodore 
Elliott ,  were  found  in  a  state  of  decay  $  the  frames,  which  were  made  from  the  wood 
of  one  of  the  vessels,  falling  to  pieces.  These  have  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  sus¬ 
pended  in  the  rooms. 

Indeed,  the  books  and  all  the  property  of  the  State  Library  have  been  examined  with 
care,  and  put  in  that  state  of  preservation  that  the  public  had  a  right  to  expect  from 
those  having  its  direction.  In  answer  to  what  “improvements  have  been  made  in  its 
arrangement,”  I  respectfully  report:  That  the  books  have  been  arranged  according  to 
the  scientific  classification  of  knowledge,  in  such  manner  that  the  visitor,  by  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  a  catalogue,  can  find  all  that  relates  to  each  branch  of  learning.  Such  classical 
arrangementis  indispensable  to  facilitate  the  finding  of  particular  books ;  and  without  such 
aid,  even  he  who  is  most  thoroughly  versed  in  books,  is  forced,  laboriously,  to  search 
out,  and  find  from  the  chaos  of  volumes,  those  which  relate  to  the  immediate  object  of 
his  inquiry ;  while  he,  who  is  less  versed  in  books,  is  left  to  find  his  way  through  a 
labyrinth,  without  those  facilities  which  a  scientific  arrangement  of  the  Library,  and 
catalogue  formed  in  accordance  therewith,  will  furnish  him. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  complete  this  arrangement  of  our  books,  in  con¬ 
sequence,  in  many  instances,  of  the  shelves  not  being  fitted  to  the  size  of  the  volumes 

In  answer  to  the  last  requirement  of  the  resolution,  communicating  such  information 
as  I  might  deem  “  proper  and  useful,”  I  cannot  omit  to  suggest  to  the  Legislature,  the 
importance  of  a  catalogue,  founded  upon  the  principles  above  mentioned,  and  which 
will  supply  an  easy  index  to  the  general  divisions,  and  to  the  individual  books  of  the 
Library. 

The  “  Pennsylvania  State  Library”  was  commenced  in  1816,  by  a  combination  of 
the  books  belonging  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  The  number  of  vol¬ 
umes  which  composed  the  Library  at  that  day,  I  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining. 
But,  its  progress  has  been  rapid,  keeping  pace  with  the  onward  course  of  general  in¬ 
telligence,  and  its  rapidly  augmented  collection  of  valuable  books,  manuscripts,  maps, 
&c.,  has  become  highly  interesting  to  men  of  science,  eminently  useful  to  the  different 
branches  of  the  government,  and  highly  creditable  to  the  intelligence  of  the  people  of 
the  commonwealth. 

It  is  a  subject  of  just  congratulation  with  Pennsylvanians,  to  know  that  their  State 
Library  stands  in  advance  of  any  other  similar  State  institution  in  the  Union,  as  it  re¬ 
gards  the  number  of  its  volumes,  the  character  of  the  works,  their  order  and  arrange¬ 
ment,  together  with  the  spaciousness  of  the  Halls;  and  it  may  not  be  too  far  fetched,  to 
refer  to  the  unsurpassed  beauty  of  the  surrounding  scenery. 

These  facts,  in  the  history  of  the  “Pennsylvania  State  Library,”  show  a  steadiness 
of  progress  in  its  prosperity,  a  recognized  utility  and  efficiency,  and  a  growing  popu¬ 
larity,  full  of  honest  pride  to  those  who  have  been  its  patrons,  and  full  of  hope  to  the 
people  of  the  State  now,  and  for  those  who  are  to  come  after  us. 

The  accomplishment,  at  the  seat  of  government,  in  the  centre  of  this  great  State,  of 
an  influence  so  benificent  to  learning,  so  pervading  in  its  moral  and  social  influence, 
must  be  regarded  as  a  desideratum ,  not  only  with  the  literati  of  the  State,  but  with  the 
great  body  of  her  people. 

Within  the  Halls  of  this  noble  State  institution,  one  should  find  concentrated,  the 
cyclopaedia  of  human  knowledge.  Here  we  should  find  history  recording  its  facts — 
philosophy ,  its  speculations — science ,  its  principles,  and  arts  its  processes. 

Linking  hands,  uniting  our  energies  in  such  a  cause,  contributing  our  means  liberally 
to  strengthen  the  arm  of  this  literary  branch  of  the  public  service,  is  proof  of  high  social 
refinement :  a  most  happy  illustration  that  intelligence,  virtue,  and  patriotism  not  only 
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animate  the  public  councils,  but  have  an  abiding  place  in  the  hearts  of  a  free  people. 
But,  while  our  State  Library  holds  an  highly  respectable  rank  as  it  regards  the  number 
and  character  of  its  books,  maps,  paintings,  &c.,  there  is  necessity  for  more  and  fur¬ 
ther  additions  ;  and  I  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  that  American  books — the  litera¬ 
ture  of  our  own  State  and  our  own  country — shall  always  be  entitled  to  take  prece¬ 
dence. 

There  is  necessity  that  our  historical  works,  both  foreign  and  American,  be  improved. 
Also,  the  works  on  Theology.  The  works  under  the  head  of  science  and  arts,  em¬ 
bracing  politics,  political  economy  and  statistics,  require  careful  but  thorough  revision; 
while  our  works  on  natural  history,  chemistry,  medicine  and  surgery,  should  be 
replenished  with  the  latest  and  most  approved  authors.  Mental  and  moral  philosophy, 
and  education,  are  eminently  entitled  to  a  share  of  public  favor. 

Statistical  works,  embracing  all  the  great  and  varied  branches  of  industrial  pursuits, 
are  imperiously  demanded.  I  think  it  will  not  be  denied  that  the  public  interests,  and 
the  facilities  of  legislation,  would  be  promoted  by  furnishing  the  State  Library  with  the 
most  approved  statistical  productions  on  this  pre-eminently  important  subject — Ameri¬ 
can  industry.  Our  Belle’s  Letter  reading  is  entitled  to  consideration  ;  and  in  this 
branch  of  learning,  embracing  polite  literature,  our  Library  may  be  improved,  espe¬ 
cially  in  poetical  writings.  Light  reading,  or  works  of  fiction,  can  hardly  be  said  to 
have  a  place  in  the  State  Library  ;  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  hazard  the  opinion,  that 
this  State  institution  would  loose  nothing  of  its  high  character,  if  this  branch  of  read¬ 
ing  did  not  find  a  place  upon  its  shelves. 

I  regret  exceedingly,  that  the  State  Library  is  not  a  subscriber  to  any  foreign  literary 
journal  or  review,  and  very  respectfully  recommend  that  it  become  a  subscriber  to  the 
following  standard  works,  viz  :  London  Review,  Edinburg  Review,  and  Foreign 
Quarterly  Review. 

The  History  of  Wyoming,  by  the  Hon.  Charles  Miner,  an  invaluable  work,  classi¬ 
cal  in  its  composition  and  important  in  its  facts  :  a  number  of  volumes  should  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  Library. 

Trego’s  Geography  is  much  called  for.  Its  statistical  information  of  our  own  State, 
is  reliable  and  important,  and  has  the  merit  of  being  condensed. 

A  History  of  the  Late  War,  by  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  both  for  its  manner  and 
matter,  is  eminently  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  State  Library.  A  recent  work,  of  ac¬ 
knowledged  merit,  by  the  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  should  be  purchased  for  the  use  of 
the  Library. 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  Political  Map  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  Hon.  Charles 
Gibbons,  as  combining  on  a  small  surface  highly  interesting  statistical  information.  It 
is  a  neat  profile  of  the  political  and  physical  resources  of  Pennsylvania,  and  should 
have  a  place  in  the  Library.  Wilkes’  Exploring  Expedition  has  now  a  place  in  this 
institution ;  a  work  alike  creditable  to  its  gifted  author  and  American  literature. 

Fremont’s  Exploring  Expedition  is  a  work  now  of  no  ordinary  import.  The  facts 
that  are  stated  with  classical  taste,  and  ability  in  detail,  are  full  of  interest  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  and  would  reflect  credit  upon  our  State  Library. 

I  have  with  much  satisfaction  to  myself,  referred  to  these  works  as  being  immedi¬ 
ately  called  for  by  the  public  interest. 

The  transactions  of  the  “Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,”  are  invaluable,  and 
eminently  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  State  Library.  To  furnish  critical  notice  of 
the  relative  merit  of  books,  is  a  labor  that  cannot  be  undertaken  in  a  report  of  this 
kind.  Treatisies  on  bibliography  is  the  proper  source  to  obtain  such  information. 

Appropriations  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  advancement  of  the  State  Library,  have 
always  been  liberal ;  and  it  will  only  require  the  same  persevering  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  in  making  future  appropria¬ 
tions,  to  maintain  this  State  institution  in  a  position  and  rank  that  will  reflect  credit 
upon  themselves,  and  lasting  benefit  to  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  :  and  forever 
answer  the  taunting  interrogatory  put  forth  in  the  motto,  formerly,  of  one  of  the 
foreign  reviews,  of  “  who  reads  an  American  book,  or  goes  to  an  American  play,  or 
looks  at  an  American  picture ;  and  what  does  the  world  yet  owe  to  American  physi- 
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cians  and  surgeons?”  I  assert  that  the  “Pennsylvania  State  Library,”  already  furnishes 
a  triumphant  refutation  of  this  foreign  interrogatory.  In  disbursing  the  funds  appro¬ 
priated  for  the  State  Library,  regard  will  of  course  be  had  to  the  character  of  the 
works  purchased,  and  the  prices  paid. 

Here,  as  in  every  branch  of  the  public  service,  strict  accountability  will  be  exacted — 
the  money  will  be  disbursed  with  discrimination  and  economy — with  a  sincere  regard 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  institution.  The  important  matter  is,  to  know  what  works 
are  most  wanted — what  improvements  are  demanded. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  State  Librarian  be  required,  hereafter,  to  make 
report  to  the  Legislature  at  each  session,  the  condition  of  the  Library,  &c. 

Books,  manuscripts,  maps,  engravings  and  paintings,  are  legitimate  in  their  demands 
upon  our  consideration. 

It  is  also  highly  necessary  to  keep  the  spacious  Halls  of  the  State  Library,  in  decent 
and  tasteful  order,  and  arrangement.  The  furniture  should  be  such  as  is  demanded  for 
the  credit  of  the  Library,  and  by  public  opinion.  In  these  Halls  it  is  the  pride  of  the 
citizens  of  this  great  State  to  meet  each  other  on  common  ground.  Here ,  there  is  a 
community  of  interests  and  a  community  of  feeling. 

The  stationery  for  the  State  Library,  the  last  year,  is  thirty-six  dollars ;  a  portion  of 
it  permanent.  The  expense  of  lighting  the  Library  rooms,  the  past  year,  fifty  dollars. 

I  would,  however,  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Legislature,  in  lighting  the  Halls 
of  the  Library,  that  a  chandalier  or  large  lamp  be  used.  Suspended  in  the  centre  of 
the  room,  the  light  would  be  much  stronger,  and  more  equally  diffused  throughout  the 
halls — lighting  the  gallaries  as  well  as  the  rooms  below  ;  it  would  also  add  much  to 
the  brilliancy  of  the  halls  during  the  evening,  while  the  expense  would  not  be  in¬ 
creased. 

There  is,  justly,  high  import  and  consideration  attaching  to  a  State  Library  ;  it  is 
created  by  the  public  will,  and  sustained  by  the  moral  influence  of  the  citizens  of  the 
whole  commonwealth.  The  State  Library,  more  than  any  other  institution,  may  be 
properly  regarded  as  indicating  the  true  standard  of  general  intelligence.  Our  Library 
will  be  the  gage  by  which  those  who  are  to  come  after  us  will  judge  of  the  present 
condition  of  literature  and  general  education — the  amount  of  intelligence  that  now 
pervades  the  public  mind. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  that  this  State  institution  shall  be  conducted  with  that 
liberal  and  enlightened  policy  which  comports  with  its  true  interest,  and  a  high  regard 
for  those  who  are  most  concerned  in  its  onward  progress — the  people  of  the  State. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

SETH  SALISBURY. 

Pennsylvania  State  Library,  } 

Harrisburg ,  Feb.  12,  1846.  5 
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